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PARKING COMMITTEE
10 August 2006
Members Present:




         Absent:


      Excused:

	Maria Mikus
	Patrick Finucane
	Steve Smith
	Mark Tyler

	Mel Zeddies
	Mike McNeill
	Rich Pearson
	

	Benjamin Nicholls
	Vincent Michel
	Gary Pence
	

	Katie Cooper
	Bill Heilmann
	
	

	Carol Blomstrom
	Melissa Tintocalis
	
	

	Jim Morrison
	
	
	


Guests:

	Marcie Beckett
	Pat Lettieri 
	Jordana Beebe
	Josh Gelfand


K. Cooper called the meeting to order at 6:30pm.
At this time, there were not enough members present to establish quorum. 

During K. Cooper’s Chair Report, she stated that the Oversized Vehicle Ordinance would soon be going before the Land Use & Housing Committee and that the beach area appears to be the only location with an interest in this issue. The item has stalled at an unknown point, but District 2 Representative Allison Stanly will attempt to expedite the progress. K. Cooper also stated that the monthly Citywide Parking Advisory Board meeting is discussing valet and temporary parking issues for La Jolla, and is working on advancing an effort regarding angled parking. The Citywide Parking Advisory Board will meet again at City Hall on August 17 at 3:00pm.

J. Beebe, General Manager of Flexcar San Diego, introduced her car-sharing company to the Committee. She stated that she would like Pacific Beach to be Flexcar’s fortieth San Diego location as soon as possible. The program could mitigate parking pressure in the neighborhood through a networked fleet of five to eleven vehicles that individuals could reserve for $8 - $12 per hour. Flexcar absorbs all maintenance and fuel fees. She explained that she would like to have at least two dedicated parking spaces in the neighborhood in exchange for money or Flexcar use. B. Nicholls endorsed the Flexcar program. The Committee discussed the logistics, options, and impact of the program, as well as its target demographic. B. Nicholls offered to speak with local parking lot operators in an effort to provide parking spots for Flexcar. Quorum was briefly established.
The Committee held a discussion regarding suggestions from the recent parking symposium, and the prospect of inviting the “world-renowned” Dr. Shoup to the area from August 27 to 30. Ideally, the UCLA professor would consider parking solutions for La Jolla and Pacific Beach and deliver key recommendations for the future. Representatives of the La Jolla parking district have offered to provide a hotel stay for Shoup along with a daily $500 stipend. M. McNeill supported this concept and advised utilizing a portion of the Business Improvement District grant to assist with these costs. K. Cooper stated that she has spoken with Scott Kessler, whom advised that the Committee employ the grant to explore more options other than a parking structure. P. Finucane cautioned against spending the grant funds on Dr. Shoup, reasoning that his recommendations may be redundant with respect to his speech at the symposium. B. Nicholls expressed support for inviting the expert to the community, and assisting La Jolla with associated costs. M. Zeddies suggested checking Dr. Shoup’s credentials, as well as researching for other consultants. K. Cooper expressed support for moving forward with the retention of Dr. Shoup’s services. The group further discussed the grant, Dr. Shoup’s proposed visit, and ways to entice him into helping this Committee.  B. Nicholls recommended that the group provide due consideration to suggestions from the community’s 2005 parking forum, and distributed a document drafted in the interest of the business community. P. Finucane stated his hesitancy to adopt the recommendations listed without proper review by the full Committee or input from the public. M. Beckett also expressed concern over these ideas, stating that these items are only unendorsed suggestions, not recommendations. The group held an active discussion about the purpose of the document entitled Pacific Beach Parking Benefit Zone. Due to this confusion, M. Zeddies suggested labeling such documents ‘DRAFT – FOR DISCUSSION ONLY.’ B. Nicholls expressed support for this recommendation. P. Finucane suggested that B. Nicholls’ authorship of this document constitutes a conflict of interest. B. Nicholls reminded the group that the City has awarded the grant to the Business Improvement District Council, not the Pacific Beach Parking Committee. The group further discussed the document, parking meters, and better utilization of off street lots. The group agreed that the public should be well educated about any changes in parking policies. 
The group held a discussion regarding the revised Parking Committee article for publication in the Beach & Bay Press. K. Cooper agreed to include the names of Committee members, but not their contact information. B. Nicholls advised including the Committee’s “big picture” strategy, and suggested submitting the letter sooner rather than later. 

The group discussed a draft document regarding the Driveway Parking Permit Pilot Program. K. Cooper advised the group to read the document and send comments to her for further discussion next month. K. Cooper suggested that the cost for the permit should be $120 per year. The group discussed the charge for the permit, and a provision regarding red curbs adjacent to driveways.

K. Cooper distributed a list of city-owned properties in Pacific Beach that the group could consider for the construction of a parking structure. The Committee agreed that the list did not provide any viable options. 
M. McNeill suggested holding future meetings at the Discover Pacific Beach office. K. Cooper stated that the Library provides a neutral location, but that the committee could continue this discussion at the next meeting. 
K. Cooper adjourned the meeting at 8:00pm.
Total volunteer hours: 12.5
Minutes submitted by Michael Benninger, Discover Pacific Beach
The Pacific Beach Parking Committee will hold its next meeting on Thursday, September 14 at 6:30pm.
