Pacific Beach Parking Committee Meeting

February 9th, 2006
	Members Present
	
	
	
	Staff

	Mel Zeddies
	Mike McNeill
	Vincent Michel
	Bill Heilmann
	Benjamin Nicholls

	Maria Mikus
	Rich Pearson
	Carol Blomstrom
	Patrick Finucane
	Michael Benninger

	Shannon Mulhall
	Katie Cooper
	Alison Stanley
	Mark Tyler
	


K. Cooper called the meeting to order at 6:31 pm.

Katie stated that she has attended a recent meeting of the City-wide Parking Advisory Board and has realized that other local neighborhoods have similar concerns to those of this group. Katie said that higher requirements for parking have led the City Council to raise parking rates for new developments in the Downtown area. Katie also mentioned that the next meeting of the Parking Advisory Board will be taking place the following week.

B. Nicholls stated that he has been working with the San Diego Business Improvement District (BID) Council which recently applied for a grant to fund research into a potential beach-area parking structure. Benjamin explained that no timeline currently exists, but a grant would assist in the definition of realistic locations and feasible financial figures concerning development. 

A discussion occurred regarding the most suitable time and place to hold this meeting and it was agreed that this Committee shall continue to convene at the Earl & Birdie Taylor Library on the 2nd Thursday of each month at 6:30 pm.

Katie announced that there are no new developments regarding the Committee’s vacant at-large positions. R. Pearson suggested allowing any interested individuals to fill these seats, but Benjamin stated that the City Council has established strict guidelines regulating the requirements for the Committee structure.  P. Finucane questioned the ability to amend the guidelines. Benjamin agreed to attempt recruiting Pacific Beach Planning Committee members. Katie suggested continuing to solicit open spots on the Parking Committee using fresh tactics. M. Zeddies recommended utilizing a controversial issue to garner increased involvement.

Katie queried the group for their thoughts regarding the submitted operating procedures and policies. Benjamin explained that the document can be altered at any time. Mel recommended establishing an interim set of rules, and called a point of order stating that K. Cooper has not been elected to Chair of the Committee. When the movement for a vote on the establishment of interim policies arouse, some confusion took place regarding the selection of the executive committee and the disparity between a majority and a supermajority. Benjamin stated that the difference is one vote and recommended striking Rules 5 & 6 prior to presenting the proposal to City Council. Ben explained that revoking 5 & 6 would establish Rule 7 as the precedent, requiring a simple majority to approve motions. C. Blomstrom agreed to elucidate the committee’s course of action for elections and motions. P. Finucane questioned the threshold for a quorum. Benjamin stated that the quorum is set at 7 members.

M/S/A (M. McNeill / M. Tyler) to revise the Committee’s protocol for voting, establishing interim policies and striking Rules 5 & 6 from the procedures. 7 voted in favor, one opposed (R. Pearson) and one abstention (M. Zeddies)

K. Cooper stated that the group needs to agree upon or create goals and strategies to include within a Parking Management Plan. She stated that consultants could be hired to assist the group flesh out project proposals. Benjamin suggested harvesting ideas from the community discussion which took place in January 2005. Benjamin explained that the City requires the Committee to present a list of solutions to parking problems. Ben suggested defining short- and long-term parking problems, and forming subcommittees to find feasible resolutions. Katie implored the group to email suggestions to her by February 24th. 

A conversation took place regarding the footprint of this organization and commercial concerns versus residential matters.

Katie suggested developing a brand identity to unite the group. Benjamin stated that he would to draft a letter to City officials introducing the Pacific Beach Parking Committee.

Benjamin agreed to follow up with Gary Pence regarding color-coded curb allotments in Pacific Beach. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:50 pm. 

Total volunteer hours – 16 hours

Minutes submitted by Michael Benninger – Discover Pacific Beach 

The next meeting of the Pacific Beach Parking Committee will take place at the library at 6:30 pm on Thursday, March 9th.

