Pacific Beach Parking Committee Meeting

11 May 2006
Members Present
	Jim Morrison
	Katie Cooper
	Patrick Finucane
	Steve Smith

	Carol Blomstrom
	Benjamin Nicholls
	Mike McNeill
	Michael Benninger

	Mel Zeddies
	Maria Mikus
	Gary Pence
	Rich Pearson


K. Cooper called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.

Quorum was established and M. Zeddies made a motion to approve the submitted Committee minutes from April 6, 2006. C. Blomstrom seconded the motion, which unanimously passed. 

M. Zeddies had no Secretary’s Report to deliver. 

Regarding the Treasurer’s Report, B. Nicholls stated that he has submitted the budget for FY2007 and noted that the budget reflects no expense items, though the Business Improvement District funds services provided by himself and M. Benninger. 

During her Chair’s Report, K. Cooper stated that quorum was not achieved at the most recent Citywide Parking Advisory Board meeting and that P. Finucane will be attending the May 18 meeting in her absence. K. Cooper announced that P. Finucane would make a recommendation to support the Board’s proposed oversized vehicle ordinance as discussed in this Committee’s April meeting. K. Cooper also stated that Fox 6 News has interviewed her and B. Nicholls for a segment on parking in San Diego. The piece will air on May 17. 

B. Nicholls stated that he has submitted the Parking District Management budget to M. Tintocalis. 

K. Cooper introduced the topic of parking requirements for condominium conversions and distributed a handout from the April 21 Citywide Parking Advisory Board Staff Report.  She stated that a final version of this report would be submitted to the Land Use & Housing Committee, and would be voted upon by City Council in mid-June. K. Cooper encouraged the group to take a stance on this issue, draft a letter, and attend the hearing. The proposed parking requirements would influence future condominium conversions within the entire city, but existing projects would adhere to existing regulations. The group discussed the parking table on the handout, and questioned the vagueness of a statement regarding non-compliant exceptions, particularly requesting clarification on the term “contributes to the community character.” B. Nicholls proposed suggesting that community groups be responsible for defining “contribution” and “community character,” as well as any benefit to the community. The Committee talked about the potential impact of this requirement upon major redevelopments. P. Finucane suggested gathering demographic information to use as source material when considering the stated ratios. K. Cooper stated that vehicle ownership changes too rapidly for accurate information to be collected. The group discussed the impact of this ratio upon occupancy. B. Nicholls suggested that developers be given the option to pay an in-lieu fee, and recommended encouraging them to conform. M. Mikus stated her belief that the chart is unrealistic. R. Pearson stated that his belief that the same set of rules should apply ubiquitously. The group agreed that the proposed table does not allow for adequate parking and suggested a standard ratio of one-to-one. J. Morrison questioned the possibility for the beach area to exist outside of citywide decisions. C. Blomstrom queried whether this would affect conversions that still rented as apartments. B. Nicholls stated that he does not believe the requirements to be retroactive, for that may adversely affect development. B. Nicholls questioned front-yard setback parking. J. Morrison stated that setbacks could be made to look aesthetic and K. Cooper suggested linking landscaping requirements to this issue. 

P. Finucane made a motion to propose a one-to-one ratio for the beach area, and to request clarification on the exceptions to these requirements. J. Morrison seconded the motion, which unanimously passed. 

The Committee discussed long-term goals, including the establishment of an in-lieu fee and the development of a parking structure. M. McNeill stated that he would look into possible locations for a terminal. B. Nicholls said that he has spoken with members of the La Jolla business association about their recurring in-lieu fee program and recommended a recurring fee, opposed to a one-time assessment. He stated that the accrued fee could fund short-term options such as increased law enforcement. 

K. Cooper made a motion to suggest a Pacific Beach in-lieu fee for consideration by the Citywide Parking Advisory Board. C. Blomstrom seconded the motion. 

M. Zeddies expressed some concern, and B. Nicholls stated that this would only be an investigation. P. Finucane suggested that off-site parking should only be an option if a developer is unable to provide adequate on-site parking. K. Cooper recommended stating that a recurring in lieu program can be an option, with the caveat that alternate parking must be located within reasonable proximity and a timely manner from the property.

The motion was opposed by R. Pearson and M. Zeddies. 

The motion passed with an 8-2 vote and K. Cooper agreed to draft a letter to the Citywide Advisory Board with recommendations for Pacific Beach. She will present the letter before City Hall and will ask for clarification regarding exceptions to the stated requirements. 

P. Finucane passed out a progressive parking survey that he has been working on with an intern from Discover Pacific Beach. He stated that the survey is incomplete: requiring population of blank fields and unknown owners. He agreed to continue to amend the document. The group discussed signage intended to inform the public of legal parking in business-owned lots after-hours. The Committee also talked about the contingency of this plan upon the obtainment of consent from lot owners and towing companies. S. Smith suggested examining the assignment of residential permits for these lots, and recommended a study on this topic prior to action. K. Cooper stated that she would like to work with S. Smith to develop an agreement with lot managers (including Ace Parking) and would like to discuss sign placement possibilities. P. Finucane distributed a revised logo rendering, which the group discussed.  

G. Pence stated that the Parking District may adopt new policies, and that the City is enthusiastic about this Committee’s work.

R. Pearson stated his desire to establish a subcommittee to accelerate the progress of this organization. The group set a Parking Management & Requirements Subcommittee meeting for Thursday, May 25 at 6 pm in a location yet to be determined

K. Cooper reminded the group of the Citywide Parking Advisory Board meeting on Thursday, May 18 at 3pm in the closed-session room of the City Council Chambers. 

K. Cooper made a motion to adjourn the meeting. J. Morrison seconded the motion, which unanimously passed. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:35 pm

Total volunteer hours – 9.75

Minutes submitted by Michael Benninger – Discover Pacific Beach 

The next meeting of the Pacific Beach Parking Committee will take place at the library at 6:30 pm on Thursday, June 8.

